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Enjoy your 

Retirement Marilyn! 

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 
It is during times of great uncertainty that I reflect on our successes and 
trials over the last year. In 2019 major pharmaceutical companies were 
held accountable for the opioid crisis, Tulsa endured a 100-year flood 
and almost 500 inmates through criminal justice reform were released. 
It is advantageous that the Hardesty Family Foundation (HFF) has broad 
giving policies which enable us to react to events and partner with 
governmental entities, charities, and other foundations in our 
community to shape and affect positive outcomes. 

We take a holistic approach to our giving by encompassing the mind, 
body, and spirit of our community. We have strategically tried to help 
and heal the spirit of our city through Yoga, Mental Health, and 
Addiction Recovery work. The body of our efforts are displayed in 
capital campaigns. HFF aided in the kick off of several very exciting brick 
and mortar projects such as the BMX headquarters complex in the 
Greenwood district, A New Leaf affordable housing and independent 
living village in Owasso and the remodel of the Tulsa Community 
College West Campus in Sand Springs. The TCC improvements will 
create a Success Center which will make enrollment and advisement 
seamless. The Center for Individuals with Physical Challenges held the 
grand opening ceremonies for their phenomenal adaptive sports 
complex and the Mayor’s Sobering Center had its one-year birthday. 

We look for projects that are meaningful and address the most 
compelling issues in our society. The First Step Male Diversion Program, 
Women in Recovery and the work of Mental Health Association of 
Oklahoma reflect our commitment to incarceration solutions. A special 
gift was made to the Gathering Place to pay the insurance deductible 
from the flood damage to expedite the reopening of the beloved park. 
HFF and the Tulsa Ballet are expanding the imaginations and minds of 
children through a four-part children series for education outreach 
created, choreographed, and performed in-house. Jack and the 
Beanstalk will premier by the end of 2020. 

Support was provided to volunteer fire departments across the state. 
HFF board member, Connor Hardesty, achieved his EMT Certification, 
joined the team at United States Aviation as a pilot, manager, and 
safety officer. Connor is passionate about giving back to our rural 
communities through participation as a fire fighter on the Liberty Fire 
Protection Agency.  

Marilyn Cox, Roger Hardesty’s assistant for 39 years, Hardesty Family 
Foundation board member and admired family friend, will be retiring 
in June of 2020. We are so excited for her to enjoy retirement. We wish  
her well and extend gratitude that is difficult to put into words. She is  
credited with much of the success of the companies and initiatives  
listed in this report. Our thanks and appreciation to her are immense. 

 

-Michelle Hardesty 

 Executive Director  

 



    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
HARDESTY FAMILY FOUNDATION (HFF) The Foundation is largely a culmination of the 
companies listed below. The Foundation aspires to elevate our state and the many people who 
contributed to the prosperous entrepreneurial endeavors that came before the inception of 
the Foundation. The Hardesty’s capitalistic spirit and the American Dream produced thriving 
businesses across the country. We give our thanks to the many employees and leaders that 
made these successes possible. It is with this pioneering spirit and desire to give back to our 
community that the Foundation was established. The Hardesty Family Foundation, Inc. is a 
private family foundation created in 2005 to last in perpetuity to promote and serve Oklahoma 
501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable organizations. Our vision is to improve the basic human needs 
and to make a difference in the lives of the good citizens of our state. Furthering our 
philanthropic vision is accomplished through work in the arts, workforce development, civic 
projects, mental health, addiction recovery, wellness and court reforms. HFF provides general 
operating, programmatic grants, capital support, and program related investments (PRI’s). By 
policy, the foundation is limited geographically, and its primary focus is in the Tulsa area. 

 
 
THE HARDESTY COMPANY The Hardesty Company began in Tulsa in 1959 building single-family 
homes. In a short time, The Hardesty Company became the largest single-family construction 
firm in the area. With headquarters in Tulsa, the company at one time had divisions in nine 
midwestern states. In 1964, responding to the changing demands of the housing market, The 
Hardesty Company built is first multi-family apartment complex. The Hardesty company has 
been a developer, constructor, and manager of office buildings, apartment communities, hotels 
and shopping centers. The company was also engaged in commercial construction and concrete 
services. 
 
 
HARDESTY REALTY CORPORATION Hardesty Realty Corp. was established in 1986. The 
organization operated a real estate management and leasing business. Michelle Hardesty 
successfully headed Hardesty Realty Corp. Effective property management begins and ends with 
customers’ satisfaction and project profitability. Hardesty Realty Corp prided itself in providing 
comfortable safe homes and workplaces. The Real Estate Management Division was responsible 
for over 30,000 apartment units. At its height, Realty Corp had 450 employees consisting of 
onsite apartment staff, commercial leasing team, construction, accounting, and maintenance 
staff. Realty Corp led the trend in equal opportunity hiring. Over 50% of the workforce were 
women. Furthermore, women made up 75% of the managers of the company. 
 
 
 
  
 
   
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
MID-CONTINENT CONCRETE The company was one of Oklahoma’s largest ready-mix producers 
with operations in NE Oklahoma and NW Arkansas. The Hardesty Company purchased 
McMichael Concrete, Tulsa Concrete, and several small concrete companies that became part 
of Mid-Continent Concrete. The company had 35 plants and over 600 trucks. At its height it 
had close to 1000 employees which included 600 truck drivers. Port Trucking and Alliance 
Trucking were affiliated with the operation. In April of 2006 Mid-Continent Concrete was sold. 
 
 
QUARRY LANDFILL The company was established in 1988 and developed by Roger Hardesty 
and Charles Norman. It sold to Waste Management in 1988. 

 
 

BIZJET INTERNATIONAL SALES AND SUPPORT The company was established in 1986. BizJet was 
founded and operated by Roger Hardesty and Butch Walker until 2000. The low cost of living, 
abundance of skilled workers, and the state’s interest in aviation made Bizjet an attractive 
purchase for German-owned Lufthansa in April of 2000. Bizjet employed 150 airplane 
mechanics, aircraft painters, engineers, fuelers, and aviation related support positions. 
 
 
UNITED STATES AVIATION CO (USAC) The company was established in April of 1987 and offers 
a wide range of aviation services including executive aircraft charter, aircraft management, 
FBO services, Jet A fuel sales and hangar storage. USAC is a private air carrier with world-wide 
operating authority. Its philosophy is to provide 1st class service and products to customers. 
Since inception USAC maintains an average of 30 employees and has employed over 150 pilots. 
The Company is still owned and managed by the Hardesty family. 
  
 
UNITED STATES AVIATION MUSEUM The museum was established in 1987 and dedicated to 
the preservation of select examples of antique and military aircraft. The museum was sold in 
April 2013. A Mustang P51, an F-5, a T-6, and a Stearman were among the museum’s holdings. 

      
 
HARDESTY AVIATION SCIENCE FOUNDATION The Foundation was established to operate and 
maintain an aviation training program and flight school in connection with the Hardesty Center 
for Aviation at Oklahoma State University and University Center at Tulsa. The impact to our state 
has been significant in fostering interest in aviation and providing training to individuals desiring 
to become pilots, AMP mechanics, and air traffic controllers. 
 



 

 

Arts & Museums 
 ahha Tulsa  $25,000 
 Jazz at Aspen-Snowmass $10,000  
 Kendall Whittier Main Street $1,500  
 Living Arts of Tulsa  $1,000  
 Tulsa Ballet Theater $77,500  
 Tulsa Children's Museum $2,500  

Total $117,500    
Board 

Big Bend Volunteer Fire Dept  $5,000  
First United Methodist Church  $10,000  
Liberty Area Fire Protection Assoc  $12,000  
Tulsa Garden Club  $750  

Total $27,750    
     Capacity Building 

501tech  $10,000  
Assoc of Fundraising Professionals  $1,500  
Leadership Oklahoma  $8,000  
Leadership Tulsa  $20,000  
Oklahoma Center for Nonprofits  $2,500  
OU Foundation  $30,000  
Philanthropy Southwest  $3,500  
Tulsa Advocates for The Rights of Citizens  $7,000  
Tulsa Area United Way  $45,000  
Tulsa Community Foundation   $650  

Total $128,150    
Capital 

A New Leaf  $1,000,000  
ahha Tulsa  $35,000  
Gathering Place  $500,000  
Tulsa Children's Museum  $900,000  
Tulsa Community College Fdn $1,002,000 
Tulsa Community Foundation                                  $12,000  
Tulsa Garden Center  $20,000  
Tulsa Zoo Management  $15,000  
USA BMX Foundation  $1,000,000  

Total  $4,484,000    
Courts and Prison Reform 

1st Step Male Diversion Program $25,000  
Family & Children Services $160,000  
Girl Scouts of Eastern Oklahoma $30,000  
Parent Child Center of Tulsa  $40,000  
Stand in the Gap $10,000  

Total $265,000  
 
 
 
 
 

Health 
Alzheimer’s Disease & Related Disorders  $500  
Clarehouse $20,000  
Community Health Connection $20,000  
Eastern Oklahoma Donated Dental Svc $30,000  
Oklahoma Medical Research Fdn $10,000  
Saint Simeon's Episcopal Home Fdn $3,000  
The Little Lighthouse $20,000 
The Center for Individuals with Physical 
Challenges 

$40,400  

Total $143,900    
Memorial/Honorarium/Employee Giving 

Academy of Nutrition & Dietetics Fdn $200  
C&S Patient Education Foundation  $2,000  
Cornerstone Christian Academy  $500  
Destiny Life Church $500  
Freedom Service Dogs  $400  
Oklahoma Alliance for Animals  $500  
Oklahoma German Shepherd Rescue  $500  
Tulsa Community Foundation   $500  
Wild Heart Ranch Wildlife Rescue  $500  

Total $5,600    
Mental Health 

Domestic Violence Intervention Svs $36,000  
Mental Health Association Oklahoma  $688,000  
Parent Child Center of Tulsa  $40,000  

Total $764,000    
Miscellaneous  

12 & 12  $1,000  
Catholic Charities   $1,000  
Community Food Bank of Eastern Ok  $1,200  
Community Svc Council Greater Tulsa  $1,500  
Counseling & Recovery Services of Ok $1,000  
Crime Prevention Network  $500  
Domestic Violence Intervention Svc $1,000  
Family & Children’s Services  $1,000  
Gold4Kids Cancer Foundation of Tulsa  $5,000  
Goodwill Industries of Tulsa $500  
Hearts for Hearing Foundation  $1,000  
HIV Resource Consortium-Tulsa CARES  $2,297  
Homeless Alliance  $5,000  
Humble Warrior Collective  $500  
John 3:16 Mission  $31,800  
LIFE Senior Services $1,000  
Meals on Wheels of Metro Tulsa   $10,000  
Mental Health Association Oklahoma  $1,000  
Oklahoma Alliance for Animals  $500  
Oklahoma Department of Human Svc $1,000  
Oklahomans for Equality  $6,000  
Osage-Forest of Peace  $2,500  
Pause4Paws $2,500  
St. Philip Neri Newman Center at TU  $2,500  
Street School $10,000  



The Pencil Box  $10,000  
The Salvation Army  $5,500  
Tulsa Day Center  $1,000  
Tulsa Police Department   $1,000  
University of Tulsa  $6,000  
Volunteers of America  $1,000  
Woodward Industrial Foundation  $2,500  
YMCA of Greater Tulsa  $1,000  
Youth Services of Tulsa  $1,000  

Total $120,297    

Workforce 
Fab Lab Tulsa  $50,000  
Goodwill Industries of Tulsa  $25,000  
HBA Charitable Foundation  $5,000  
Tri County Tech Endowment Fund   $60,000  
Tulsa Tech  $125,000  

Total $265,000    

Yoga 
12 & 12 $35,000  
Domestic Violence Intervention Svc  $4,000  
HIV Resource Consortium-Tulsa CARES  $1,500  
Humble Warrior Collective  $640  
Saint Simeon's Episcopal Home Fdn $7,500  
Street School $1,000  
The Little Lighthouse $1,800 
The Center for Individuals with Physical 
Challenges 

$700  

Total $52,140    

Grand Totals     $6,373,337              

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Annual Yoga Training 
Annually, HFF hosts a national trainer so that 
local yoga and meditation teachers are prepared 
to meet the unique needs of the clients they 
serve at local charity inhouse yoga programs. Rolf 
Gates, author, advanced meditation teacher, US 
Airborne Ranger, a former social worker & co-
founder of the Yoga + Recovery Conference was 
the 2019 featured trainer.  
 
26 Teachers & 75 Clients participated from 
12&12, OSU, WIR, DVIS, & Humble Warrior 
Collective. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



          

John 

Hammers p  

 

 

  

The evening was presented by the Hardesty 
Family Foundation, with the runway show 
sponsored by Saks Fifth avenue.  World renowned 
designer Zang Toi’s creations inspired and 
entertained the audience with his exquisite fabrics 
and diligence to detail.  Arts Alliance Tulsa 
provides operational support to 40 local arts 
organizations.21`` 

F. Roger Hardesty 

President, Lifetime Board Member 
 

Donna J. Hardesty 
Lifetime Board Member 

 
Michelle Hardesty 

Lifetime Board Member 
 

Connor Hardesty 
Board Member 

 
Marilyn Cox 

Secretary, Board Member 

Fransein, Judge of the Juvenile Divisions since 

2005, creator of best practice models and 

bureau reforms including, Safe Babies Courts 

and champion of the new Tulsa County Center 

for Juvenile Justice.  HFF commissioned artwork 

for the public spaces of the new Juvenile Justice 

Center. 

 

The evening was presented by the Hardesty 

Family Foundation with the runway show 

sponsored by Saks Fifth Avenue.  World 

renowned designer Zang Toi’s creations inspired 

and entertained the audience with his exquisite 

fabrics and diligence to detail.  Arts Alliance 

Tulsa provides operational support to 40 local 

arts organizations. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


